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Dear all,
It has been nearly a year now since I joined the Glocal family,
and it has been amazing. I am learning a lot every day and I enjoy
it tremendously. Being part of the Glocal staff is very different
from being a lecturer in a “regular” department. One reason is
that Glocal is small (I almost wrote cozy - but actually, it’s a good
metaphor, since it does feel as if you are in a cozy warm room). As
the economist Schumacher wrote when he went to Burma to teach
them how to run their economy and realized that his Western
theories were simply irrelevant - small is beautiful.
Another reason is that the students all seem to me tzadikim. Now,
this is a concept about which I should elaborate. In Judaism, a tzadik
(plural: tzadikim) is a virtuous, righteous person, but we often use
it, in slang, for a person who is so kind, nice and good to others that
you just want to hug him or her. I am using the term here in both
meanings. I hear the students’ stories and why they are here and I
see their eyes light up when they talk about what they want to do
during their internships, and I feel very proud and happy to work
with them.
So I guess I am trying to say thank you for having me!
Yours,
Avner De Shalit
Academic Head, Glocal Community Development Studies

Greetings
from the

Glocal

Team

A

s Glocal’s fourth year is coming
to a close, we continue to learn every day
from the challenges faced and lessons
learned working in such a dynamic field.
Delving into the world of development
and the realm of academia, Glocal’s
students and alumni come to us from
every continent and with backgrounds as
diverse as their nationalities.
Despite Glocal’s international nature,
we aim every day to remain close to our
name, working to ensure that global issues
are addressed with local understanding.
We invite you to take a glance into the
field of development, as brought to you by
Glocal students.
Sincerely,
Avner De Shalit, Aya Navon, Reut Barak
Weekes, Shira Schonfeld Ben Vorspan,
and Noa Schwarzwald
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The

ABCD’s of Development:

Exploring the Asset Based Community
Development Approach in Ethiopia
Guy Cherni

H

alf Empty or Half Full?
In the development profession,
we try to find sustainable
solutions to existing problems
that can change community
welfare, increase capabilities, and
improve livelihoods. There are
two ways to look at a community
or an organization when seeking
to address its goals. Some
organizations take the Needs
Based Approach, which seeks
to understand the problems and
address them by filling in gaps.
Others employ the “Assets Based
Approach,” choosing to look at
the “full part of the glass,” and
finding the ways to utilize it to
the benefits of the community
(Kretzmann & McKnight, 1996). I
believe that the best way to assess
a community or an organization
is to do both, to assess the full
part of the glass, and then to
think about the needs. The
organization can then assess how
the community can overcome the
obstacles by harnessing the power
of its existing assets.
According to Green, Moore &
and O’Brien (2006), In order to
instigate successful community
development initiatives,
it is imperative to find the
community’s assets, empower
the community to work together,
and finally to create opportunities
for these assets to be productive.
By using the local assets, we
prevent the catastrophe of
creating dependency upon
external assets, that later on may
jeopardize the existence of the
project.

Asset Based in Action –
Yenege Tesfa Organization,
Ethiopia
I learned the importance of
Assets Based Development during
my Glocal internship in Gondar
Ethiopia with the Yenege Tesfa
organization – an organization
that works with street children
and provides them with shelter,

food, and education.
When we arrived to Gondar,
we began by observing the
organization, understanding its
assets and needs, and getting to
know the people with whom we
were to work. I understood that
the best project I could contribute
to is finding a way to create a
sustainable source of income
for the organization. Yenege
Tesfa was, at the time, entirely
dependent upon donations from
Europe. As is common around
the developing world, if the
donations were to stop, the

children from the shelters would
be back in the streets in no time.
We discovered that one of
the many assets of Gondar is that
there is a tremendous amount
organic and non-organic garbage,
which is being thrown away
without utilizing its benefits.
We decided that we would use
it to create Organic Bio Fuel
Briquettes, and sell it as an
alternative to normal charcoal.
Not only is it a sustainable asset,
that can supply income for the
organization, but it is also good
for the environment – two birds
in one stone!
The next important issue
was to find local partners. The
University of Gondar was the
first choice, and they joined our
efforts in finding the right recipe,
as well as giving us land to work
on.
This project is not finished
yet, and the Beta experiments
are still in progress, but if we
succeed, the potential will be
huge. It will prove that we can
create a sustainable source of
income for an organization that
needs funding, and by doing so,
create a sustainable organization
that provides a steady, sustainable
solution for street kids.
I have hope that we will
succeed, and I hope that more
organizations will find the way
to become more sustainable by
using the local assets that they
have. Every community has
assets, they just have to find
them, and understand that they
can be utilized
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Tracking
Development in the
Kalahari Desert
South Africa
Ariel Appel

I am standing on a dune overlooking the small town of Andriesvale, somewhere in the southern Kalahari, close to the South Africa border with Botswana. Silence engulfs me, and I am alone.
Around me, the ground speaks tracks – countless tiny trails and
signs created by animals. In fact, there is an animal at the end
of each and every one of these trails.

A

s the animal enters your
imagination, at first it is only a
vague idea. As you look closer,
however, at the tracks, the animal
begins to takes shape – what
species is it? How big? How does
it move? What is it doing?
As you follow tracks, these
questions are answered one
by one. You begin to have a
better sense of the animal you
are following. Your connection
to it becomes stronger. Also,
as you follow the trail you
suddenly notice other things:
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The wind on your skin, slowly
sweeping the tracks away… the
sun getting hotter, drying the
ground. Plants that your animal
met on the way… other trails
crisscrossing its path… The trail
you follow becomes a part of
the bigger picture of everything
that happens. The animal at its
end becomes more connected to
everything. More real.
When you finally reach your
animal – it’s like meeting an old
friend.
I came to the Kalahari

tracking. I tracked down a
community and an experience,
following my own questions and
the pieces of information that I
could find. My questions – What
does “development” mean for
modern-day hunter-gatherers?
For people whose knowledge
and skills already enable them
to live comfortably off the land,
who are self-sustaining? What
type of development would still
be relevant in such cases? Can
the traditional skills of a huntergatherer lifestyle be still useful
in our modern context? Is there
a framework in which they will
continue to exist and be used?
As a practitioner of such
skills myself, and as a social
anthropology enthusiast,
particularly when it comes
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to hunter-gatherer societies,
I had been pondering these
questions for quite some time.
When Glocal presented me
with the opportunity to actually
investigate them, I grabbed it
with both hands.
At first, these were mostly vague
notions fueled by my experience
and interests from home. As I
did more research, however,
and as the internship began
to unfold, both questions and
answers became more and more
concrete. Needless to say, things

Despite everything – the
historical oppression, the
severe loss of identity,
knowledge and skills, the
internal power-struggles
and social raptures
– members of the
community still maintain
a unique relationship
with the land
reading the signs also prepared
me well for that. My meeting
with the Khomani San Bushmen
was almost like meeting old
friends.
Our common appreciation
of certain aspects of it enabled
us to bond more quickly and
effectively than I had ever
imagined. When we speak about
the land, and the animals, and the
prints they leave in the perfect

what people need is never
“development,” but rather a
service or a tool. From that
perspective traditional skills and
knowledge are just as relevant
as modern ones, so long as they
make life better. I learned a harsh
lesson, as well. That what the
people really need and want is
7 eventually for them to decide
and pursue, that you can not
empower someone by making
decisions for them. I learned that
the only way to really empower
people is to provide them with
opportunities and encourage
them take hold of these
opportunities by themselves.
And finally, I learned
that connecting to people,
understanding them and sharing
a common language with them
is development work in-andof-itself. In fact, this is the very
heart of it. It is the most basic
thing in any attempt to make
their and our lives better
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Wetlands

A Sustainable Solution
Gabriella Feigenbaum

T

he supply of drinking
water in the world is an issue on
every agenda in global forums
on sustainability. According to
the United Nations Program
for Environment, over a billion
people lack access to safe
drinking water and 2.6 billion
to suitable sanitary conditions.
The challenge goes beyond the
need for a comprehensive reeducation about the responsible
use of water. The moment
calls for effective solutions that
ensure the reuse and reduction
of environmental impacts caused
by insufficient or ineffective
treatments.
The increase in water
consumption in urban centers
simultaneously generates a
larger volume of sewage. This,
in turn, requires proper disposal.
Otherwise, there is a risk of soil
pollution and contamination of
aquatic ecosystems. This reality
confirms the urgent need to
develop and adapt technologies
for economically viable
wastewater treatment.
A sustainable alternative to
conventional sewage treatment
systems is the implementation
of wetlands. The constructed
wetlands are based on natural
wetlands - ecosystems that are
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partially or completely inundated
during the year, known as,
among others, floodplains of
rivers, flooded forests, and
swamps. Natural wetlands can
be found in every continent in
the world, except for Antarctica,
which makes it easy to adapt,
depending on the variety of
vegetation in the region.
This type of system is
seen as effective because
it has advantages such as

“This type of system
is seen as effective
because it has
advantages such as
low investment and
energy consumption,
easy maintenance
and obvious
effects on water
purification.”
low investment and energy
consumption, easy maintenance
and obvious effects on water
purification. Artificial wetlands
are treatment options that
include physical, chemical
and biological processes, all
similar to the processes that
occur in natural wetlands,
and are designed and built
with substrates emergent
and submerged vegetation,
microorganism-containing

systems.
Through the roots, these
plants extract the nutrients they
need while filtering pollutants.
This environment also allows the
proliferation of microorganisms
that will act in the treatment of
these waters and serve as food
for other species, contributing to
the formation of an integrated
ecosystem. In addition to
purifying water, wetlands, once
established, become habitats for
flora and fauna.
In addition to that, by the end
of each cycle, the systems produce
a large amount of leftovers in the
form of dead vegetation that has
to be cut back due to its quick
multiplication. This material
can be used inside communities
to generate income with the
production of baskets and other
crafts. In South America a number
of initiatives are making use of
the material to support local
populations and initiatives that
promote sustainability.
This technique has been
known in Europe since the
nineties and is now starting to
spread around the globe, causing
leaders to rethink their strategy
towards the environment.
Wetlands, although seen as a
great solution for sewage in urban
areas is also a great approach for
rivers streams and lagoons. The
system offers a chance for us
to reconsider the source of the
solutions available. The best way
to deal with local problems, is
finding local answers

Democratic
Elections
Threaten
Democracy

First-hand Account
from Nepal, 2013
Shani Silove

“I

t is strange being
in the most beautiful place
in the world at another one
of its darkest hours. It is
like the shadows of the past
constantly loom around the
corner rearing their ugly
heads at any given opportunity. The locals say ‘don’t
be scared’...’Just stay away
from public places, keep off
any sort of transportation
and don’t stray away from
your usual route... It is just
‘till next week when the
elections are over.’
No one can really say what
will be when the elections
are over...”

A Tumultuous Decade
Even for one who comes
from the Middle East, trying
to get your head around the
political situation in Nepal
was impossible. Since the start
of the 21st century, Prime
Ministers were fired and

reinstated in 2000, 2001, 2002,
2003, 2004 and 2005, making
a total of nine governments in
10 years. In 2006, following a
massive uprising, a prolonged
general strike and several
violent clashes, the monarchy
surrendered. In 2008, the
Unified Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoists) became the
ruling party. As they agreed
to lay down their arms,
they gained international
legitimacy and over US$4
billion in aid poured into
Nepal. However, the years in
which the Maoist government
were in power proved to be
fruitless as their futile attempt
to write a constitution
turned up nothing but dirt
and grime. Additionally,
leadership was unstable as
corruption and personal gain
were rife, overriding the duty
of providing public services
and infrastructure. As a
result, Nepal has remained
one of the world’s poorest
countries, with a majority of
the population lacking health,
education and other basic
amenities.
In 2012 the Maoist group
split and a “non-political”
government ruled Nepal

until the democratic
elections held on the 19th of
November 2013. Once again,
international aid organizations
poured into Nepal, hoping
this election may finally serve
as a national turning point.
Many of the organizations
assisted in resolving technical
challenges, such as how to
retrieve ballot boxes quickly
and efficiently from the
remotest villages, or how to
accommodate for those voters
who are illiterate (over 40%
of Nepali citizens). However,
the Maoist group that broke
off from the government
decided to boycott the
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Being a foreigner
there was a
surreal feeling
of being both
present and yet so
far removed from
the reality taking
place all around.
To me it seemed
Nepal changed
its colours
overnight - as a
relaxed, friendly
atmosphere

elections and together with 33
other parties declared a 10-day
bandha (strike) which began on
November 11th. Despite this,
the Election Committee insisted
that the elections will be carried
out in the name of democracy.

Democracy vs. Diversity
This concept, democracy,
becomes very elusive when
dealing with 125 ethnic groups,
127 spoken languages, scores of
castes, an uneducated majority,
India and China sitting at each
border with their own political
interests, as well as 27 million
people who have long been
divided into an assortment of
feuding communities. I am not
sure if I have done a good job
explaining, but after a very basic
introduction I will try and share
a little of what I experienced
in Nepal in the time before the
elections.

Elections on the
Ground: Explosions
and Unrest
Being a foreigner there was
a surreal feeling of being
both present and yet so far
removed from the reality
taking place all around. To
me it seemed Nepal changed
its colours overnight - as a
relaxed, friendly atmosphere
was replaced by a tense and
violent one. The biggest scare
took place one evening as we
sat down for our usual dinner
at the guesthouse. Suddenly, a
loud explosion ripped through
the dark stillness of the night,
as the entire building shook
ferociously and the windows
rattled threatening to smash
into smithereens. I was sure the
gas cylinder in the kitchen had
blown up! We soon discovered
that a cylinder bomb had gone
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off less than 200 meters away
from our guesthouse. Everyone
was pretty shaken up. This
was definitely a reality check
for us all, that this week we
must be cautious: no trekking,
no traveling if it is not 100%
necessary, no wandering
around. Just stick to the places
we know, keep a low profile and
remember that this is a delicate
situation. Later that evening and
over the next days more bombs
went off all around, luckily they
were not as close.

A Quieter Time?
In the end, despite the Maoists
violent attempts to deter people
from voting, on the 19th of
November the elections were
held as planned. The elections
were won by the centrist
Nepali Congress Party who are
now mainly concerned with
writing up a new constitution. I
personally think that people in
Nepal are tired of governments
who don’t care about their
own people. I think people
are exhausted from constantly
struggling and crave good
leadership which will allow
them to progress and develop.
All people want is to be safe,
to have food on the table and
to provide their children with
a chance for a brighter future.
Come to think of it, who
doesn’t?

Sewing the
Future – Posttrauma Work
with a Women’s
Cooperative in
Angola
Yalee Azani

F

ernanda is 48, she has
six kids but lives only with two,
neither of them are in school.
She does not have the ability to
support them. At the time of the
war, Fernanda was 12. A woman
approached her on the street
and asked her if she wanted her
to buy her some clothes in the
market. When she arrived, she
was pushed into a car sold and
as a slave. Locked up in a house,
Fernanda was physically and
mentally abused. She spoke only
Umbundu (the local African
language), and was bitten when

requested to stop speaking the
language of the “dogs” and to
start to speak the language of
the humans. She was kidnapped
a second time, but this time
she was allowed to leave and
buy bread. She escaped, and
upon arrival in Huambo, her
hometown, her only sister threw
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her back to the streets.
Laurinda is 46, and has nine
kids. Her husband is an alcoholic
and they live in a two room, mud
house. During the time of the
war, she made the grave mistake
of responding to one of the
soldiers in Portuguese instead of
Umbundu, thus dooming her and
her baby. They told her that they
would make hamburgers from
her baby while she watched and
afterwards, kill her in the field.
Her uncle, a general in the army
saved them both. She was lucky.
These are the stories of a
generation of Angolan woman
for whom their lives ended in
a flash. They stopped going to
school and they stopped working,
but they never stopped dreaming.
Their story is the story of Angola,
a country rich with natural
resources. After the Portuguese
left in 1975, a long civil war,
ending only in 2002, broke
out. There were two provinces,
Huambo and Bie, that suffered
the most and were almost entirely
destroyed. To a stranger walking
in the streets of Huambo, there
exist silent remnants of the war;
the streets with half sidewalks,
the houses full of bullet-holes.
There was also a talking voice;
the community and the women. I
wish to be their voice.
I lived in Huambo for three
years. When I first arrived
to Angola, this is not what I
was imagined when I thought
of Africa. Africa is an entire
continent, not a country. The
word Africa often conjures only
images of animals, jungles and
tribes, but this was not the case
when I arrived to Luanda. Each
experience I had in Africa was
completely different. After a year
I was a project manager of the
Art and Culture Foundation, but
before I would be able to manage
a project, I had to create the one I
am about to tell you about.
One August day, Cristina came
to me and asked for money to buy
a solid stock of food and drinks. I
felt abashed – “Just because I’m a
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foreigner, she thinks she can get
money off of me?” But, I asked
why she felt she needed to stock
up.
“I need food if the war starts
again”.
It was August, 2012 and the
elections were in 3 weeks’ time.
I explained to her that we are
in a “time of peace”. She simply

My dream was one in
a collection of dreams.
Ines dreamt to buy gas
and an oven, Fernanda
dreamt only to send
her kids to school,
Regina dreamt about
better food to her kids.

said this is what she thought in
1991. There were elections and
afterwards there was the second
part of the war. She wasn’t
prepared.
Trauma.
The women with whom I
worked in the project are ridden
with traumatic experiences
and haunted even by minor
flashbacks. One of the women
took me aside and whispered into
my ear, “it is good that you are
learning the local language. The
ones who don’t speak Umbundu

were the first to be slaughtered.”
The name of our cooperative was
in Umbundu “Etu voci,” which
means “all together.” The project
was built with the community.
As a foreigner I believed in
partnership. We started one that
was built on mutual respect and
trust with the Catholic Church.
Through working with them,
I was able to gain the women’s
trust. Together we started
building a project to which the
women would feel ownership.
In utilizing assets existing within
the local culture, we decided to
develop a four-month sewing
course. After the 6 months we
started to create accessories from
local fabrics and materials that we
bought in the local market, which
was important point for us. We
did not want import anything,
all of our products are fair trade
and with the community we
succeeded to establish a local
cooperative, now training around
60 women.
We all cried from excitement
after the first payment. Francisca
could not stop dancing and
smiling. She said she never
believed she could produce
something marketable, that could
earn her money. Rufina looked at
me, deep into my eyes, and told
me she wanted to quit her job as
laundress. She earned 150 dollars
per month, an average salary of
the low class. I told her I couldn’t
promise anything, realizing the
great responsibility that comes
with changing someone’s means
of livelihood.
She said, however, that she
does not need anything more
than food. “You see,” she told me,
“at work they don’t treat me right
and they humiliate me. Here
maybe I won’t earn lots of money
but I earn my self-respect”.
While the project continues to
grow, yielding inspiring results
day after day, the most poignant
result has been to see the growth
in the self-confidence of the
women. Through independent

earnings, and strong social
networks, they are slowly
blossoming out of a tremendously
dark place, and are beginning to
dream.
So what is it for you to fulfill a
dream?
For me to fulfill a dream was to
come to Angola and to establish a
project with the local community
that will give them the feeling
of value and creation. My dream
was one in a collection of dreams.
Ines dreamt to buy gas and an
oven, Fernanda dreamt only to
send her kids to school, Regina
dreamt about better food to her
kids. We all have dreams and Etu
Voci, all together, we will fulfill
them

Staff Spotlight

Bella Kovner
Cara Frazin

B

ella Kovner is well known
in the Glocal program as a
development professional, a
Counter Trafficking and Child
Protection specialist, and as a
tremendous support for students
nearing the end of their degree.
With her vast experience in
the field and in the professional
world, Bella has been a source
of insight and inspiration for
Glocal students.
Bella completed her first degree at Tel Aviv University in
Geography and Southeast Asian
Studies. She started a career
in Human Resources, but did
not feel connected to it. “The
environment of the private
sector, I didn’t connect to it.
It was all about greediness and
profits. There were no values.”

Bella came across the M.A. in
program in Sustainable International Development at Brandeis
University and knew that this
is what she wanted to do. She
credits her high school geography teacher for her interest in
the developingworld.
Bella b egan her work in development with World Education,
completing a 9-month internship in Cambodia. That was
her big Ahah moment. “I was
always interested in trafficking
and child welfare, even before
grad school. I focus on the same
issues, go back to the same
places. When I got the internship in Cambodia working with
trafficking it was a sign for me.
Okay this is what I’m supposed
to be doing.”
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“I was always
interested in
trafficking and child
welfare. I focus on
the same issues, go
back to the same
places. When I got
the internship in
Cambodia working
with trafficking it
was a sign for me.
Okay this is what
I’m supposed to be
doing.”
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The biggest concern for students who finish their M.A.
is, what happens next? How
does one break into the world
of development? After Bella
finished her M.A. she went on
to work for World Education,
starting as a Program Officer
and ultimately ending up as a
Program Manager in Nepal, a
Lead Writer in Uganda and as
a Grants Manager and Deputy
Program Manager for Terre Des
Hommes in Bulgaria and Albania, before returning to Israel to
pursue her PhD.
So how do we get there?
Bella’s advice, “be patient and
be persistent. It is a difficult
field to break into, but you have
to keep trying. If it takes a six
months or a year to find a job,
just keep trying.” Language
skills also put you ahead in the
development field. “Language
skills are very important, it really helps you get hired. Learn
Arabic, Spanish, or French, they
are all useful.”
However, be aware of settling for a subpar experience.
“Your professional home should
be a place that nurtures you,
but gives you room to develop
and grow. If you just meet back
stopping and if you have no one
to learn from, take the highway,
it’s not worth it.” Bella was
lucky to find a home in World
Education and worked side by
side with amazing colleagues on
important projects that helped
make her a Child Protection
specialist.
There are downsides to the
development field too. The
constant shifting of positions
and moving from country to
country can difficult to balance. Also working within the
confines of a donor system can
be frustrating. Competing for
grants does create some healthy
competition between NGO’s
and INGO’s, but sometimes

it can get in the way of the
actual work that they do. “You
can get so busy chasing grants,
you don’t pay attention to the
actual projects. Sometimes you
spend more time educating your
donors than you do educating
your participants. It’s absurd
when you think about it.”
Bella is positive about the
future of the development field
as well as her own future. After
finishing her PhD, she is looking to potentially entering Israeli politics, stating, “If you want
to make a change you have to
go into politics.” Though she
is not just limiting herself to
politics, and also contemplating being a country director for
World Education or working as
a Senior Advisor to INGO’s

Shades of

Development
Liel Maghen

T

hinking of development
studies and the general work
of development conjures up
images of far-away places. These
places often sound dangerous,
poor, lacking infrastructure and
void of health services. At the
same time, they sound exotic,
new and inspiring. But what
lies underneath this perception
of development is an outdated
perspective about what, or
basically where, development
is; development is connected
to global geography and not to
specific communities.
As a result, Europe is
considered to be developed.
Countries such as Italy, Greece
and Spain, with their high
unemployment rates, severe
corruption and 0% or even
negative growth rates are
considered to be the positive
side of development. Countries
such as Russia, China, Turkey
and India, however, with their

rapid growth, industrialization
and infrastructure development
are still considered as
developing.
This perspective was formed
50 years ago when the western
world was rich, educated, and
boasted long lives and small

sorting countries according
to low income, lower-middle
income, upper-middle income
and high income.
But still, when the
globalized world generates
high local inequality and
extreme immigration trends,
the division of development
according to countries
needs to be challenged even
further. In this modern reality
development and under
development co-exist in the
same geographical area.
Lets take for example the
country of Spain, where the
cities of Barcelona, which
reached 64 million EUR
total and a 40,000 per capita
GDP before the 2008 crisis,
and Algeciras, with its 19%
of unemployment and 22%
population under the age of
20, coexist. Furthermore, we
can examine the United States
where New York City, which
is the capital of the western
economic world, coexists with
Detroit, a city that declared
bankruptcy in the last year.
These shades of development,
the disparity between rich
and poor, development and
underdevelopment can be

In this modern reality development and
under development co-exist in the same
geographical area.
families. The “other” world
was poor, starving and had
large families. The world has
changed, however, and two
decades after the disappearance
of the Soviet Union, there
is a growing need for a new
system to label countries. Even
the World Bank itself has
established four country groups
by the division of growth
national income per capita,

seen even more in the same
cities. In Washington D.C for
example 6% of the population
are millionaires but reside
beside the neighborhood of
Anacostia where more than
30% of kids drop of school
before their high school
graduation. The median salary
is around a half of the median
salary in the whole city and
45% of the population lives
below poverty level. This
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extreme inequality can be seen
also in Paris when compared
to its suburbs, in Jerusalem
between the East and West, and
in Tel Aviv between the north
and the south.
These shades are even more
distinct in the developing
world. In Rio, Beijing,
Mumbai and Lagos where rich
neighborhoods are skirted by
poor slums.
Thus, examination of
development according
to countries obscures the
existence of underdeveloped
communities that need also to
be supported by development
institutions. A new paradigm
about development needs to
show that underdevelopment
and development coexist around
the world. Measurements
of development according
to communities and local
geography, and not countries,
should be promoted in order to
face the poor areas that need
to be supported and developed
through regular development
practices. As a result, the glocal
would shift from the global to
the local and would show that
developed communities need
to help the underdeveloped in
their own regions or even their
own backyard.
Development workers
therefore do not need to travel
to far away, exotic places to help
with the work of development,
but need simply to take care
of the margins of their own
development process. Only by
this new paradigm, where every
developed society supports its
undeveloped surroundings,
would development become
more impactful, effective and
really would think globally by
acting locally, really locally

Glocal2014 14

Slavery Does

Exist!

A Tragic Exposé of Human
Trafficking in Mumbai
Resty Kyomukama

During my internship in Mumbai with Apne Aap
Women’s Collective (AAWC), a Grass Roots, anti-Human
Trafficking NGO, I understood that slavery exists
extensively and is harsher than ever. Young females are
lured by promises of better job opportunities, a good life,
and marriage in cities, especially by their own friends
and families. They end up, however, in brothels where
they are sold like cheap property.

O

ne day, with a staff
member of AAWC, during a
brothel visit in Kamathipura,
Asia’s largest red light district
situated in the heart of Mumbai, I
realized something devastating. I
found that not only the trafficked
women are under slavery, but
their children, including those
aged two years and below, are
too. I witnessed this when a twoyear-old boy was chained on a
table stand by his mother. When I
asked why he was chained, I was
told that the room serves also as
their working area. Interruptions
are strictly prohibited. The best
way to prevent the children from
disrupting, is by chaining them.
A staff at AAWC further told
me that they usually find these
children chained under the very
beds upon which their mothers
are exploited.

These children grow up
experiencing extreme cruelty
against them and their parents.
Sadly, before these children
mature, they are forced to
become involved in this cruelty
by their parents’ bosses who
often traffic them into other
brothels. Some are used in the
same brothels as their parents,
at as early as nine years in age.
The trafficking market often
seeks youth, due to false beliefs
that sex with virgins heals
sexually transmitted diseases
and increases manhood.
When human trafficking
is mentioned, first-hand/
immediate victims immediately
come to mind. However, these
are forced by their pimps to
make children. The pimps use
this, and the money invested
in transporting these women as
a way to force them to stay in
the brothels as their slaves. For

these women, to be able to leave
the brothels, they have to be
able to pay back insurmountable
sums of money to their pimps
and to take care of their
children born from their clients
and sometimes the pimps
themselves. Failure to pay, as
is the presiding case, sees the
women remaining in bondage
under their pimps’ torture.
Unfortunately, the law against
such crime in India has been
weak and largely unenforced,
and complicated by corruption
and greed. The weak become
weaker, as the strong grows

Human trafficking
happens not only
in India but all
over the world,
especially for
sex trade, cheap
labor, organ
removal, and
spiritual sacrifice.
According to the
United Nations
Global Initiative
to Fight Human
Trafficking
(UNGIFT), people
are reported to
be trafficked from
127 countries

stronger amidst abusing such
women’s rights. India is the
biggest source, transit, and
destination country for women
and young girls trafficked for
commercial Sexual Exploitation
(CSE) in Asia.
Human trafficking happens not
only in India but all over the
world, especially for sex trade,
cheap labor, organ removal, and
spiritual sacrifice. According
to the United Nations Global
Initiative to Fight Human
Trafficking (UNGIFT), people
are reported to be trafficked
from 127 countries and
exploited in 137 countries,
affecting every continent and
every type of economy. It
is difficult to give the exact
statistics of human trafficking
due to its nature

The weak become weaker,
as the strong grows stronger
amidst abusing such
women’s rights. India is
the biggest source, transit,
and destination country
for women and young girls
trafficked for commercial
Sexual Exploitation (CSE) in
Asia.
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Glocal’s

Graduates

Gili Navon worked with Mising
Women in Majuli, Assam,
India during her internship.
Today she is one of the
co-founders of Amar Majuli,
an organization supporting
the Mising tribe. She is also a
consultant to the government
of Megalaya on community
development.
Tal Ben Jaaqov graduated
Glocal in 2013. After completing his internship with Village
Health Works in Burundi, he
was selected as a management
and consultant fellow in the
Global Health Corps program,
where he currently works, also in
Burundi.
Anne-Sophie Cardinal interned
with Care Benin, joining their
relief efforts after the floods in
northern Benin.
Today she is the co-founder of
Become, an NGO supporting
education and health in Kenya,
South Sudan and Haiti, and
conducting research for MSF
Canada.
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